St. Philip Neri Church

T . AETARE
SUNDAY

REJOICE!

EASTER IS NEAR!

4th Sunday in Lent / Laetare Sunday
March 15th, 2026

“The love of God makes Rev. George J. Szparagowski,

us do great things” Pastor
St. Philip Neri Rev. Christopher Redcay,

Sunday Assistant
Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,

www.saintphilipnerichurch.com Pastor Emeritus
Church Office 610-834-1975 Rev. William B. Dooner
Rectory 610-828-5717 In Residence, Retired
School 610-828-3082 Dominic W. Mirenda
Convent 610-828-2866 Transitional Deacon
PREP Program 484-804-1875 Deacon Robert G. Flynn

Deacon Michael J. Cipressi

Parish Penance Service — Wed, March 25 - 7PM




Our parish community extends a welcome to
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to
our Church to share our faith and celebrate

the Eucharist. Please go to our

website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for
. more information or if you have any
Parish Mass Schedule questions or want to register call the Church
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive
5PM the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
. Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have
Sunday Morning access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a
7:30AM - No Music godparent at Baptism or sponsor at
9:30AM & 11:00AM

Confirmation you need to be registered and
. active with a parish. Young adults who turn
Daily Mass Schedule

26 or complete higher education and
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM continue to reside within our area should
Holy Day Mass Schedule

reagister individually.
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Low Gluten Hosts
Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at
every Mass. The celebrant will have them available,
simply ask him when you present to receive.
Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Mrs. Betty Veneziale, School Principal
Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry
Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
Parish Office is open Monday to Friday
from 7:30AM to SPM.

Family Rosary

Join the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday, April
8th in the Church for our rosary. Bring your

special intentions to our Mother Mary and ask her

intercession.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from
3:45PM to 4:45PM or by appointment,
call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

=L
(
Mmz We Pray for our Beloved Deceased
ff For all those souls who have gone on before us
Sick marked with the sign of faith, most especially,
Claire Bennis, John Connolly Sr, Louis Ciccolone,
Healing Mass & Anointing of the Sick Sr. Josephine Wade SS] and the souls in purgatory.
March 215t at 11AM May God, in His mercy, grant them eternal rest and
A special Mass for anyone suffering in body,

give peace to those who mourn.

mind or spirit. Anointing of the Sick will be
administered during Mass. Refreshments in the

vestibule afterwards. If you need transportation Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament in the
call Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.

Church on Monclay, APnl 13th, 9AM to 5FM.




4th Sunday of Lent
5PM Vigil
John Bielawski
Sunday, March 15%*
7:30AM -Michael Volgraf
9:30AM - Richard H. Jones
11AM - Catherine Dougherty
Monday, March 16t
8:30AM - Ursula & Robert Jones
Tuesday, March 17t
St. Patrick
8:30AM - George Szparagowski, Sr.
Wednesday, March 18
St. Cyril of Jerusalem
8:30AM - Evelyn Griffin
Thursday, March 19%
St. Joseph
8:30AM - Walt Dunsmore
Friday, March 20t
8:30AM - Joseph & Eleanor McNichol, Sr.
Saturday, March 21%
8:30AM - Deborah G. Davis
Vigil - Adalgisa & Antonio Giulii
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in
memory of Richard H. Jones,
req’d by Maria Jones.
2 candles will burn at the statue of the
Blessed Mother, 1 in memory of
Nancy Liberato, req’d by her family.
1 in memory of Josephine Sansone,
req’d by Mack Family.
A candle will burn at the statue of
St. Joseph in memory of
deceased members of the

Gravinese Family,
req’d by Eileen Gravinese.

Lenten Penance Service
March 25t at 7PM

Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in
nursing homes, we particularly remember:
George Alburger, Elisa Berry,
Jimmy Breen, Nancy Bogdon, Tom Bonk,
Charlie Dickman, Claire DiDonato, Kathleen Grundy,
Andrew Donohue, Emily Donhauser, Lisa Dougherty,
Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab, Catherine Hangholt,
Johnny Higson, Suzanne Kulliver, Ed Kortonick, Phyllis
Luther, Joan Marine, Terrence Martin, Rowan McNichol,
Randy Milakofsky, Donovan Mitchell, Anne Navarra,
William Pinto, Maria Prince, Baby Colson Robert Riday,
Patrick Ryan, Nicole Sachs, Michael Shaw, Chris Solarski,
David Sparacino, Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy Swift,
Patricia Trioli, Frank Tulino, and Dyane Westerfer.
May God strengthen them in their struggle.
Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-week
period, if additional time is needed, please call the Church
Office at 610-834-1975.

Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to
talk or just listen. Contact Jeanne Keough at 215-
200-6070 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.

Project H.O.P.E.

A group of concerned parishioners who are willing
to assist others in need of rides to doctor’s
appointments or to Church,

Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534

Pre Jordan / Baptismal Instruction
If you are having your first child baptized, the
archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these
virtual classes on a monthly basis.
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

We Welcome

Rocco Phillip, son of Raymond & Taylor Clarkson and

Piper Shea, daughter of Edward & Samantha Foley
All were recently baptized here at St. Philip’s!

ey

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday in Lent at 7PM

“Your accumulated offences do not surpass the
multitude of God’s mercies; your wounds do not
surpass the great Physician’s skill.”

St. Cyril of Jerusalem / Feast Day March 18th




Dear St. Philip Neri Family and Friends,
We give praise and thanks to God for the graces and blessings He has given us. Today, the Fourth Sunday of
Lent,is traditionally called Laetare Sunday—a Sunday of rejoicing in the middle of Lent. The rose
color that may be used at Mass reminds us that Easter is drawing closer. In the middle of our
Lenten journey, the Church invites us to pause and reflect on the great theme of today’s readings:
seeing clearly through the light of God. In the Gospel, we hear the powerful story of the man born blind. The
disciples begin by asking a question that many people still ask today: “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?”” They are looking for someone to blame. But Jesus immediately shifts the focus. He tells
them that the man’s blindness will become an opportunity for the works of God to be revealed.
Jesus then heals the man, giving him sight. But what follows is just as important as the miracle
itself. As the man gradually comes to see physically, others around him—especially the Pharisees—become
increasingly blind spiritually. This is the great irony of the Gospel. The man who was blind begins to see the
truth, while those who claim to see remain in darkness. At first, the healed man simply says that “the man called
Jesus” healed him. Later, when questioned again, he calls Jesus a prophet. And finally, when he meets Jesus
again, he proclaims his faith and worships Him as the Son of Man. His sight grows deeper and deeper. His
physical healing leads to spiritual vision. Meanwhile, the Pharisees investigate the miracle again and again. They
question the man, his parents, and even argue among themselves. Yet despite all the evidence before them, they
refuse to believe. Their hearts are closed. The real blindness in this Gospel is not physical blindness. The real
blindness is the refusal to see God at work. Saint Paul speaks about this in the second reading when he tells the
Ephesians: “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.” Notice he does not say we were merely
in darkness. He says we were darkness. But through Christ we have been brought into the light. That is exactly
what happens at baptism. In the early Church, baptism was sometimes called “illumination.” The newly baptized
received a candle lit from the Easter candle as a symbol that they had been brought into Christ’s light. This
Gospel is traditionally read during Lent because Lent is a time for us to examine our own sight. Not our physical
sight—but our spiritual vision. Are there ways in which we may still be blind? Sometimes we can be blind to
God’s presence in our daily lives. Sometimes we can be blind to the needs of others around us. Sometimes we
can be blind to our own sins or weaknesses. Like the Pharisees, we may think we see clearly, when in reality we
still need Christ to open our eyes. The good news is that Jesus desires to heal our blindness just as much as He
healed the man in the Gospel. He wants to bring light into the places of darkness in our hearts. This is why the
Church gives us Lent: through prayer, fasting, and charity, we allow Christ to restore our vision.
Every time we come to confession, every time we sincerely pray, every time we reach out in love
to someone in need, the light of Christ grows stronger within us. At the end of the Gospel, Jesus says something
striking: “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see
might become blind.” In other words, those who humbly admit their need for God will receive true sight. But
those who believe they have no need of Him risk remaining in darkness. The man born blind shows us the path of
faith. He was open, honest, and courageous. Even when others rejected him, he stayed faithful to the truth he had
experienced. As we continue our Lenten journey toward Easter, we ask the Lord for the same grace.
“Lord, help us to see.”
Help us to see Your presence in our lives.
Help us to see the needs of others.
Help us to see the truth of the Gospel.
And may the light of Christ grow brighter in our hearts, so that when Easter arrives, we may truly rejoice as
people who walk in His light.

Please invite someone to Mass today.
St. Philip Neri, Pray for us!
Have a Blessed Day
Fr. Szparagowski




'H;ly Week = J

Wednesday, March 25%

Penance Service at 7PM

Wednesday April 1st
Stations of the Cross at 7PM

Holy Thursday, April 2"
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7PM
A concelebrated Mass of the Lord’s Supper with
the Washing of Feet. Chapel will be open for
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10PM.
Good Friday, April 3™
Passion & Death of the Lord at 3PM
During the liturgy, communion will be
distributed and Veneration of the Cross.
&
Tenebrae Service at 7PM
Holy Saturday, April 4"
Confessions from Noon to 1PM
Easter Vigil at 7PM
Liturgy of Light
Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Easter Sunday, April 5"
Masses at 7:30AM, 9:30AM & 11AM

Sacraments

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2™ & 4% Sunday of every

month immediately following the 11AM Mass. Godparents
need Letters of Eligibility, for first time parents the Pre-
Jordan Class is required. Call the Church Office at 610-
834-1975 to make arrangements.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 6 months
prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes are required,
contact Church office at 610-834-1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for healing
from serious illness or as a spiritual preparation before
surgery. Last Rites or Extreme Unction are for those in
danger of imminent death. Call rectory or Church Office.

ocia
Curious about the Catholic Faith?

For more information, contact Barney McGee at
610-834-1975 or email bmcgee@spnchurchlh.org

2" Collection — Snow Removal
We come to our parishioners to ask for help when
the parish faces special projects/events. We will be
taking up a 2" collection on Palm Sunday, March 29t
at all Masses. Please help if you can to defray the
extraordinary costs the parish incurred because of
recent snow storms. We don’t take your generosity
for granted and hesitate to ask but we incurred costs
of almost $50,000.00. Thank you!

Laetare Sunday
The 4* Sunday of Lent is called Laetare (rejoice)
Sunday, from the first words of the Introit at
Mass, “Rejoice, O Jerusalem”. Like Gaudete
Sunday midway through Advent, Laetare reminds
us of the event we look forward to at the end of
the penitential season and the joy in anticipation
of the Resurrection at Easter. The vestments for
this day will be rose, replacing the solemn purple
as they are on Gaudete Sunday in Advent.

2

Adoration to Pray for Vocations
Spend one hour each week before the Blessed
Sacrament praying for vocations. For locations
go to: www.heedthecall.org/vocations/resources

>

Calling all hams!

Local supermarkets offer a free ham to
customers with bonus points. If you would like to
donate yours,Cindy will be collecting them on
Monday, March 30t" starting at 7:45AM outside
the Church. She will be taking them to the
Patrician Society in Norristown. Call Church
office with questions, 610-825-1975.




St. Monica Club
Do you have a loved ones who have drifted away
from the Church? Join us on Tuesday, March 24th in
the Convent Chapel as we pray together, support one
another, and share hope in God’s faithfulness.
For more info contact: Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.

Knights of Columbus Raffle
The drawing date is Sunday, March 22",
Please consider purchasing a ticket and help support
Knight’s charities. Knights will be in the vestibule
today after all Masses. The odds are very good you
could be a winner! Thank you!
Tickets are also available in the Church Office.

Share the Joy of Easter by Donating Food Baskets
Baskets of non-perishable items to prepare an
Easter meal will be collected in the vestibule on the
weekend of March 21% & 22™.

Call Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875 with questions.

S

SAVE THE DATE .... SPN Women’s Guild
Designer Bag Bingo Night
Friday, April 10, 2026 -SPN School Hall
$45 pp ($50 after 4/1/26)
“BYO drinks, food, snacks”
Final Deadline 4/6/2026 - Reserve your seat ASAP!!
No seats sold @ doors; No refunds.
Paula DiGiacomo, 610-308-0797
Deanna Marrone, 267-358-8015

Join Fr. Szparagowski & Fr. Michael
Reilly on a jubilee journey to
Fatima, Lourdes & Barcelona.

Sept. 2" to 13™, 11 days, 10 nights

Daily breakfast, transfers between

destinations, guided visits to Catholic

sites & landmarks,daily Mass and
cultural tours and much more!
Go to www.cloverdaletravel.org
Information Meeting
Monday, March 23

7:00PM School Cafeteria

Itinerary and all details of the trip will be discussed.
Call Church Office with questions: 610-834-1975

Lenten Evening Reflections Retreat
Inspiring talks, prayer time, fellowship, delicious
dinner and confessions.

Daylesford Abbey — March 20" — 4PM to SPM
Resister: https://www.nonnatus.org/retreats

Check out our Parish-wide Lenten Prayer

Initiative in our Parish e-Newsletter!
Our weekly Newsletter shares parish news
And more — including Archdiocesan updates,
Special events, school news, and faith & family
Resources. New Content is added weekly —
To help you stay connected.

Sign up: Text STPHILIP to 84576
Online: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com

Old palm?
There will be a basket in the vestibule to collect any
old palm parishioners may have at home.
Please drop off for proper disposal.

Tenebrae Service — 7PM
good Friday = April 3RP
Tenebrae is a powerful, reflective experience
for the faithful ahead of the Easter Triduum.
The representation of the darkness of sin
and death serve to call the faithful to
embrace the light of Christ, who has
conquered death.

St. Francis Inn
The Innis running short of supplies. Especially
needed are large tea bags, paper towels, cooking oil,
soup, sugar, travel size toiletries, razors, deodorant,
blankets, jackets, backpacks, hoodies, sneakers,
sweatpants and children’s clothes. Collection box is
in Church vestibule.

Our Church is open for “‘visits” Monday to
Friday until 5PM and all day on Saturday.
Might be a good Lenten practice to stop by
from time to time?
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w Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
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644 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 "Serving the living 215-427-1727
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guaranteed

igital Forms for §Mg John Casey %/
SVP of Mortgage Lending
Contractors S[ ] Call me today! (610) 505-0769
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Electrical « Plumbing
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APRIL 21, 2026
5:15 PM Athletic Meet & Greet SAFETY TIPS
6:00 PM Open House

Heating - Cooling

When you call Summers you can trust that we're committing to maximizing

WWW caunoll ors A #W H ATS Ilj each and every component for utmost importance. We pride ourselves on a job that’s
United Together In The Fight SK TA LA r done the right way. That's why, with every visit, we guarantee:
MAL["RY’S Ag aign st Bullying g MY 1 [\ - 100% Satisfaction
® o - Family Safety .
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Information Contact

WYATT GROVE and make a difference.
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

"Continuous Quality"

215-79'7-18595

w'w}vw.DennisAndSonsGontracting.com

Neighboring Parishioner
014 St. Philip Neri - Lafayette Hill, PA (i) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net

Join €oday: redcross.org/Volunteer




MO ORE SN EAR Parishioner

68 UGGIERO Tite MR: & Mrs.

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC. HANDY HOME REPAIR
300 Fayette St. « Conshohocken, PA 19428 SPECIALISTS
610-828-0330 -wwwmsrﬂ1 com Lafayette Hill, PA
Donald E. Moore, Jr., Supervisor LCENSED  610-832-9911 INSURED

SEAN SMITH Maria's on Summit
MA, M.Ep, LPC, CAADC

sean@seansmithlpc.com (610) 764-4679 Parties, and Catering
www.seansmithlpc.com 8100 Ridge Avenue
555 Andorra Glen Court - Ste 12 - Lafayette Hill | 215-508-5600 - mariasonsummit.com

Siana Carr O'Connor & Lynam, LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Financial Consultants

Joseph G. Tropiano, CPA, Parishioner
1500 E. Lancaster Ave. t. (610) 296-4200 ext.140
Suite 202 jtropianol olcpa.c
Paoli, PA 19301 W scolcpa.com

Concrete * Paving * Sealcoating

215-699-8425

@ SLAWEK

451 Germantown Pike * Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Conveniently located across the street from SPN

610-828-4231
\Nestefte/r Pain tjbg George A. Korkus III

REALTOR

(a\im .. (©) 610-304-6896

TS
For all your painting needs N
Free Estimates « Fully Insured i
Longtime Parishioner www.GeorgeKorkus.com

Est. 1976 Philadelphia Mag Five Star Agent 2013-201 9.

610-716-5717 Y AD.
SUSANBILOTTA
REALTOR® HATHAWAY

25 YEAR ACTIVE HomeServices
PARISHIONER

Making a donation to St. Philip at closing
Cell 610-203-1844 Bus 215-247-3750

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Adolescent and Adult Mental Health Tuesday-Sunday
and Addictions Counseling l Specializing Luncheons,

BERKSHIRE

o ALLYSON A. ABBOTT, D.M.D.

www.drbaldassano.com

Root Canal Treatment

Plymouth Meeting Professional Building
1567 Dekalb Pike, 2050 Butler Pike, Suite 300
Rt. 202, Blue Bell, PA Plymouth Meeting
610-279-1811 610-834-7770

Hydro-Jet &
Cable Cleaning

Video
Inspections

www.vincemessantonioplumbing.com SERVING THE CommuNITY SINCE 1944
Parsh Member P 9- 421 W. RipGe Pike, CONSHOHOCKEN, PA

610 828-9517 - 610-828-0207 / 24 HRS 610-825-7297

7384 Ridge Ave. John E. Richardson, D.M.D.
> . Phila., PA 19128 e P T Parishioner
Director [NV / Choir Member

McILVAINE MUNDY

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC

F
S C

www.mm(funerals.com | 215-482-8878
catholicmatch’
: 19 Morris Avenue
PGI’\I’]S\/IVOI’]IO Bryn Mawr, PX 1;010
610-525-4910

Lunch-Dinner - MentonthisAdfor

Specials Daily i \}Q “ OneFREEGiftWrap
123 Fayette Street ) J

Conshohoken A mpiton,

CHuck HEMCHER, JR. PARISHIONER
PROUDLY SERVING'ST. PHILIPS FAMILY
AND YOUTH GROUP OF PARISH

Heating * Cooling * Mini Splits « Maintenance
Clark Heating and Air Conditioning LL.C
Parishioner * 267-297-9221

. A ae
ORISRl < i< iivac  ClarkComfortHVAC@gmail.com nne Ju
George@KorkusRE.com

Botox « HydraFacial « F|IIer

DR. DAWN CUTE Morpheus « EZ Gel

ROXBOROUGH MARKET SQUARE Medical Weight Loss - IPL
8945 Ridge Avenue, Suites 2 & 7, Philadelphia, PA 19128 Laser Hair Removal
www.drdawncutechiropractic.com Makeup - Waxing

Phone 215-508-3291. Fax 215-508-3022
OPTIMUMHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC@OUTLOOK.COM e 484-368-3396

PERSONAL CARE ¥ MEMORY CARE

RIEEY Have fun. Live well.

made with wedding & funeral flowers

Tree & Landscape

ISA Certified Arborist

Family Owned & Operated

Keeping your property safe,
healthy and beautiful

610-220-9031

www.bktreeandlandscape.com

L Y

G ©

Custom rosaries, ch%plets , jewelry & keepsakes| All i n o n e E la_ce L]

OSARQ~ ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

‘*’ \d‘, 978-851-9103

Book A Tour Today

www.mhseniorliving.com | 215-619-2777

ESTATE PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION and FAMILY LAW
Marybeth O’Connor Lauria, Esquire ~ Brandon J. Lauria, Esquire

William L. Ciavarelli, FD Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FD

Supervisor Supervisor
William E. Ciavarelli, FD Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD

e

CIAVARELLI

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY INC
COMFORT, VALUE, CONVENIENCE
Family Owned ¢ Private Crematory * Pre-Planning * Burial
516 Fayette Street Conshohocken, PA  610-828-1336
951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA 215-646-1155
www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com

Al Fitzpatrick
WISSAHICKON
CONCRETE

Since 1975 www.lauria-law.com (215) 461-461()
TR R T el 3031 Walton Rd, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

' ‘ For All Your e Al & Ursula LaBrusciano
I

Concrete Full Time Realtors for 40 Years
L Rl ) Needs

267-716-8943

Parishioner 215-817-0320 WWW. PhllaAreaHomes com 215-901- 3546

KELLER W o Owner/Partner 610.828.2224 L
W LLER WILLIA
< Lo Parishioners

014 St. Philip Neri - Lafayette Hill, PA (b)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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